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I  L ove the G ospel.

A lot .

I n  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  t o p i c  I ’v e 
come to  the  conclusion that  there  i s 
nothing I  love  more than the gospel .  
While  this  might  seem pious at  f irst , 
that  is  not  at  a l l  my intent .   As  much 
as  I  love  my wife  and sons ,  I  have  to 
r e c o g n i z e  t h at  w i t h o u t  t h e  g o s p e l 
there  would be  no basis  for  the  l i fe 
that I  desire for them.  It  is  the gospel 
that  provides  a  foundat ion for  pur-

pose,  meaning and hope.

This  is  a  ver y  easy  topic  for  me to 
fo cus  entirely  on the p osit ive  –  on 
w hat  I  l ove.   If  we  were  discuss ing 
Chris t ianity  as  a  whole,  there  would 
c e r t a i n ly  b e  t h i ng s  I  l i ke ,  t h i ng s  I 
disl ike;  things I  love as well  as  things 
I  think are  detr imental .   If  we were 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c hu r c h  –  a g a i n , 
t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d 
negat ive.   But ,  when we are  ta lk ing 
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about  the  gospel  –  there  i s  nothing 
bad to say at  a l l .   The only imperfec-
t ions in the gospel  stor y deal  with us 
–  and not  with  God – which makes 

the  gospel  a l l  the  more g lor ious .

T h e  g o s p e l  i s  t h e  s t o r y  ( t h e  t r u e 
s tor y)  of  G o d  wr i t ing  h ims e l f  into 
human histor y.  It  i s  the stor y of  God 
writ ing himsel f  into  our  s tor y.   C.S . 
Lewis  used the i l lustrat ion of  Shake-
s p e a re’s  p l ay s  t o  c om mu n i c at e  t h e 
necessity of the gospel.   The only way 
that  one of  Shakespeare’s  characters 
in  any of  his  plays  could ever  know 
h i m ,  wou l d  b e  t h rou g h  t h e  aut h or 
of  the  play  wr it ing himsel f  into  the 
s tor y.   Pastor  and author  Tim Kel ler 
makes a similar obser vation in Doro-
t hy  S aye rs’  Wi ms e y  n ove l s .   Ke l l e r 
suggests  that  Sayers  fe l l  in  love  with 
t he  charac ter  she  cre ate d  and  t hen 
w rote  h e rs e l f  i nto  t he  s tor y  i n  t he 
p ers on  of  Har r ie t  Vane  in  order  to 
h a v e  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h e r  c r e -
at ion .  L i ke  L a dy  Ma cb et h ,  or  L ord 
Peter Wimsey,  we would be lost  i f  the 
author  of  our  s tor y  had not  wr itten 

himsel f  into  the  plot .
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This  i s  the  gospel  –  God has  wr itten 
himsel f  into  our  s tor y  –  into  human 
histor y.  If  we didn’t  have  the gospel 
we would have no basis  for  moral ity, 
no basis  for  hope,  no basis  for  f idel-
i t y.   As  t h e  Ne w  Te s t am e nt  s t at e s , 
“we love  him because  he  f i rst  loved 
us .”   God loves  us  and he has  written 
himsel f  into  our  s tor y.   The Apost le 
John recorded this  concept  in  these 
words ,  “For  God so loved the  world 
that  He gave  his  only  begotten S on 
that  whoever  bel ieves  in  him should 
not  per ish but  have  ever last ing l i fe .”

That’s  the  gospel .

And I  love  it !
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Wel come to Postmodernism.

We l c o m e  t o  t h e  t r u t h  c o n f u s e d 
c u l t u re .   We l c om e  t o  t h e  n e w  re l -
a t i v i s m  t h a t  a c c e p t s  a l l  c l a i m s  a s 
equal ly  va l id.   Unequivocal ly  equal .  
Unequivocal ly  va l id.   Unless  it  i s  an 
absolute truth claim.  Unless  it  is  the 

gospel .

Our immediate  react ion to  the  cul-
t u r a l  c o n f u s i o n  i s  w e l l  d e s c r i b e d 
in  the  opening  paragraph of  Simon 
B l a c ku r n’s  B o o k  “ Tr ut h :  A  Gu i d e” 
publ ished by Oxford Press  in  2005:

“ There  are  rea l  s tandards .   We must 
f i g h t  s o g g y  n i h i l i s m ,  s k e p t i c i s m 
and c ynicism.   We must  not  bel ieve 
t h at  a ny t h i n g  g o e s .   We  mu s t  n o t 
bel ieve  that  a l l  opinion is  ideolog y, 
that  reason is  only  power,  that  there 
i s  n o t  t r u t h  t o  p r e v a i l .   Wi t h o u t 
de fens es  against  p os tmo der n  i rony 
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and c ynic ism,  mult icultural i sm and 
relat iv ism,  we wi l l  a l l  go  to  hel l  in  a 

hand basket .”

You mig ht  imagine  s omeone  in  t he 
b a c k  r i g h t  s e c t i o n  o f  y o u r  l o c a l 
church shout ing amen af ter  hear ing 
such a  s tatement .   However,  Black-
burn is only being coy.  He continues, 
“S o  t hunders  t he  cons er vat ive  ha l f 
of  us  — of  each of  us .   But  perhaps 
t he  t hu n d e r  and  c onv i c t i on  b e t r ay 
a n  a n x i e t y.   We  f e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s 
a n ot h e r  s i d e  t o  i t ,  t h at  ou r  c on f i -
dence is  dogma, that our bluff  may be 
ca l led.”   Okay,  so  your  vocal  church 
members  might  not  amen this .   Wel-

come to  postmodernity.

O n e  of  t he  t h i ng s  I  l ove  ab out  t he 
gospel  is  that  it  c learly and concisely 
explains  rea l ity.  The gospel  answers 
the major questions that every human 
b e i n g  h a s  t o  f a c e .   W h e r e  d i d  w e 
come f rom?  What’s  wrong with the 
world?   What’s  the  solut ion?   Al l  of 
these,  and many more,  are  answered 
by  t h e  g o s p e l .   T h e  g o s p e l  b r i n g s 

c lar ity  to  our  confusion.
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But  the  gospel  i s  not  welcome in our 
culture.  It’s  of fensive.   I  guess  Jesus 
was  r ight  af ter  a l l .   The gospel  i s  a 
divisive issue.   Why are we surprised?  
You can talk about Jesus until  you are 
blue  in  the  face  as  long as  you don’t 
ta lk  of  the  gospel  as  being categor i-
ca l ly  true.   We are  comfortable  with 
Jesus  as  a  role  model  or  R abbi ,  but 
not  as  the  Savior  who i s  the  exclu-
s ive  path to  sa lvat ion.   We can ta lk 
about  Jesus  being whoever  we want 
h im to  b e .   We jus t  cannot  l e t  h im 
sp e a k  for  h ims e l f .   When a  p ers on 
shares  the  true  gospel  the  re lat iv ism 
of  the  day suddenly  drops  its  cultur-
a l ly  congenia l  spi r i t  and  res or t s  to 
n a m e - c a l l i n g .   T h i s  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e 
f i rst  l ine  of  ac t ion of  someone who 

is  los ing a  debate.

T h e  go s p e l  d o e s n’t  l e a d  to  re a l i t y -
b l i n d e d  b e l i e v e r s  o r  i d l e - m i n d e d 
idiots .   (disclaimer :   there are Chris-
t ian  wack  jobs  out  t here  –  I ’m jus t 
say ing that  this  i s  neither  the  intent 
n o r  t h e  t y p i c a l  r e s u l t  o f  b e l i e v -
i n g  t h e  g o s p e l ) .  T h e  Ap o s t l e  Pau l 
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d e s c r i b e d  t he  t r ans for m at ive  forc e 
of  the  gospel  in  an individual’s  l i fe 
a s  p r o d u c i n g  a n  o r d e r l y  a n d  f i r m 
faith  able  to  withstand f inely-tuned 
counter claims and contrar y philoso-
phies  (see  C oloss ians  2) .  The gospel 
doesn’t  cover  up or  skew the  i ssues 
we face in real  l i fe .   It  clar i f ies  them.

We l ive  in  a  conf us ed  c u lture .  The 
band Pennywise  expressed this  sen-
t iment  wel l  in  t he i r  ly r ics ,   “Won’t 
s o m e o n e  t a k e  t h i s  a l l  aw ay.   Ta k e 
t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  a l l  aw ay.   We  n e e d 
the answers  here today.   Unanswered 
questions all  around.  No conclusions 
for  us  now.”  This  i s  sad.   No answers 
nor conclusions for us now.   But that 
i s  not  the  case  with  the  gospel .   The 
gospel  answers  our  most  impor tant 
quest ions .   The gospel  br ings  c lar ity 

to  our  confusion.

Author James Sire  provides  a  power-
ful summar y of the gospel as a world-

v iew :
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“… C h r i s t i a n  t h e i s m  i s  p r i m a r i l y 
dependent on its  concept  of  God,  for 
theism holds  that  ever ything  s tems 
f rom him.  Not hing  i s  pr ior  to  G o d 
or  e qu a l  to  h i m .  He  i s  He  Who  Is . 
T hu s  t h e i s m  h a s  a  b a s i s  for  m e t a -
phy s i c s .  S i n c e  He  Wh o  Is  a l s o  h a s 
a  wor thy  charac ter  and i s  thus  The 
Worthy One,  theism has  a  basis  for 
e t h ics .  S ince  He  Who Is  a l s o  i s  He 
Who Knows,  theism has  a  bas is  for 
epistemology.  In other words,  theism 

is  a  complete  worldview.”

The gospel  i s  a  complete  worldview.  
It  br ings  clar ity  to  our  confusion.   It 

answers  our  quest ions .

That’s  the  gospel .

And I  love  it .
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You’re  a  gui lty  s inner.

Ever y  p ers on w ho has  e ver  wal ke d 
t h e  p l a n e t  u n d e r s t a n d s  g u i l t .  I t 
i s  h ardw i re d  i nto  ou r  DNA .   Gu i l t 
i s  univers a l .   Ever yone  fee l s  i t  and 
ever yone has to deal  with it .  The real 
quest ion is  “Where  does  gui lt  come 
f ro m ? ”   Fu r t h e r m o re ,  i f  g u i l t  i s  a 
g loba l  epidemic  t hen  we  must  a sk , 
“How do we  eradicate  the  wor ld  of 

such a  v ice? ”

Gui lt  is  sy mptomatic .  To treat  gui lt 
a lone  i s  l ike  t reat ing  a  runny nose.  
If  you want to cure the symptoms you 
have  to  address  the  cause.   But  that 
br ings  up  anot her  ques t ion ,  “What 
i s  the  caus e? ”   The  gosp e l  explains 
b o t h  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  t h e  s o l u t i o n .

T h e  o p e n i n g  p a g e s  o f  S c r i p t u r e 
re v e a l  t h at  G o d  c re at e d  t h e  w or l d 
o u t  o f  n o t h i n g .  Int o  t h i s  c r e at i o n 
God placed the f irst  man and woman.  
Ev e ,  w h e n  t e mp t e d  by  S at a n ,  s u c -
cumbed to  his  ev i l  plot .   Adam fol-
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lowed.   He fol lowed.   He should have 
s tepped up and crushed the  head of 
the  snake,  but  instead he  s imply  fol-
lowed.   The  res t  of  the  Bible  i s  the 
grand story of God righting the wrong 
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  Ad a m  a n d  E v e .

All  of  Scripture is  a narrative of Jesus 
coming to do what Adam should have 
done in  the  beginning.  Adam should 
have stepped up as king of the garden.  
He should have denied the snake.   He 
should have protected his bride.   And 
so, sin and consequently guilt  entered 
the  world.   We have inher ited a  s in 
nature  f rom our patr iarch Adam and 
we fee l  the  gui lt  and shame that  he 
fe lt .   Problem:  s in .   Symptom:  gui lt .

S o w hat  is  the  s olution?  God prom-
i s e d  Ev e  t h at  on e  o f  h e r  o f f s pr i n g 
would crush the head of  the serpent .  
In the following years prophecies pro-
vided specif ic details as to the lineage 
and  c i rc umst ances  t hat  would  sur-
round the bir th of  God’s  chosen one.  
Jesus  was  born to  Mar y  and Joseph 
with a  holy  miss ion f rom his  Father.  
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In dying on the cross,  Jesus disarmed 
t h e  e n e my  an d  i n  h i s  re s u r re c t i on 
h e  h a s  t r i u mp h e d  ov e r  t h e  s n a k e .  

Problem:  sin  
Sy mptom: gui lt
S olution:  Jesus

Colossians 2 :13-15 
summarizes  this  wel l :

W h e n  y o u  w e r e  d e a d  i n  y o u r  s i n s 
and  i n  t he  u n c i rc u m c i s i on  of  you r 
s i n f u l  n atu re ,  G o d  m a d e  you  a l ive 
w i t h  C h r i s t .  He  forg ave  u s  a l l  ou r 
s i n s ,  h a v i n g  c a n c e l e d  t h e  w r i t t e n 
code,  with  it s  regulat ions ,  that  was 
a g a i ns t  u s  an d  t h at  s to o d  opp o s e d 
to  us ;  he  took it  away,  nai l ing  it  to 
the  cross .  And having disarmed the 
p o w e r s  a n d  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  h e  m a d e 
a  p u b l i c  s p e c t a c l e  o f  t h e m ,  t r i -
u m p h i n g  o v e r  t h e m  b y  t h e  c r o s s .

While in our present day we have tried 
to psychoanalyze away the reality and 
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responsibi l ity of sin,  no one can deny 
t h e  l i n g e r i n g  p o w e r  o f  g u i l t .  O u r 
moral  equi l ibr ium is  out  of  ba lance.  
We can weave  together  theor ies  that 
gui lt  i s  a  socia l  construct ,  or  we can 
blame our  mothers ,  or  attr ibute  it  to 
re l ig ious  fanat ic ism.   What  we can’t 
do  i s  make  i t  go  away  on  our  own.

John Bunyan penned the  parable  of 
“P i l g r i m’s  Pro g re s s”  f rom  a  pr i s on 
ce l l  ( t r y  saying that  ten  t imes) .   In 
t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a 
charac ter  named Chr is t i an  es cap es 
the  c ity  of  Destruct ion in  the  hope 
that  he  can f ind a  way to  r id  himsel f 
of  a  great  burden that  he  carr ies  on 
his back.   Along his journey he meets 
many p eople  l ike  Civ i l i ty,  L ega l i ty, 
P l i ab l e  and  Mr.  Wor l d ly  Wis e m an .  
However,  i t  i s  not  unt i l  he  comes to 
the  foot  of  the  cross  that  his  burden 
is  f inal ly  rel ieved.   Bunyan was i l lus-
trating for us the truth that the gospel 
a lone  can  br ing  grace  to  our  gu i l t .

By faith in the risen Christ  we receive 
forgiveness of our sins.  God’s revealed 
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p l an  i s  n ot  a  hu m an  s e l f - i mprove -
ment  projec t .   It ’s  d iv ine  inter ven-
tion.  It’s  a rescue mission.   It’s  grace.

That’s  the  gospel .

And I  love  it .
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“It  i s  always  consoling  to  think 
of  suic ide :  in  that  way one gets 

through many a  bad night .” 
–  Friedrich Nietzsche

I bel ieve the gospel  is  the best  expla-
nation of existence and reality.  With-
out the gospel we would al l  be backed 
into a corner and forced to recognize 
the meaninglessness of  l i fe.   In short, 
I  believe the gospel explains where we 
came f rom – and – why we are  here.  
If  we can’t  answer  the  “where”  ques-
t ion,  then we have  di f f icu lty  coming 
up with an answer to the  “why” ques-
t ion .   The  gosp e l  answers  b ot h  t he 
“where”  and the  “why” of  humanity.

I  l ove  t he  go s p e l  b e c au s e  i t  br i ng s 
m e an i ng  to  ou r  m or t a l i t y.  B e c au s e 
of  the  gospel  we  can have  pur pose.  
B ecause  of  the  gospel  both l i fe  and 
d e at h  h ave  s i g n i f i c anc e ,  v a lu e  and 
meaning.   B ecause  of  the  gospel  we 
mar vel  at  the bir th of  human l i fe  and 
we  have  hop e  at  t he  graves ide  of  a 
fel low Christ ian.   This is  the gospel  – 
we have hope,  purpose and meaning.
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P u r p o s e  i s  i mp o s s i b l e  ap a r t  f rom 
t h e  g o s p el .  The  phi los ophy  know n 
a s  n i h i l i s m  i s  a  g r e a t  e x a m p l e  o f 
t h i s .   It  i s  t h o u g ht  by  m a ny  t o  b e 
t h e  l o g i c a l  c on c lu s i on  o f  a t h e i s m .  
Ni h i l i s m  i s  t h e  s o b e r  r e c o g n i t i o n 
that  i f  there is  no God then there can 
b e  n o  m e an i ng  or  pu r p o s e .   T h e re 
c an n ot  b e  s i g n i f i c an c e  or  pu r p o s e 
apar t  f rom the existence of  a  creator 
God.   The gospel  declares  that  there 
i s  a  G o d  ab ove  w ho  g ives  me aning 
t o  l i f e  b e l o w.   W h i l e  m a ny  t r y  t o 
create  some sor t  of  exis tent ia l  pur-
p o s e  on  t h e i r  ow n ,  a  m ore  h on e s t 
resp ons e  i s  to  re cognize  t hat  t here 
c an  b e  n o  re a l  pu r p o s e  ap ar t  f rom 
a  t r a n s c e n d e nt  a n d  p e r s on a l  G o d .

There seem to be few who are willing 
to recognize and live with the rami-
f ic ations  of  re je cting the  existence 
of  G o d.  Nietzsche was  one of  them.  
Nietzsche took his  atheism seriously.  
The fact that he died in an insane and 
depressed state  ser ves  as  a  commen-
tar y  on his  v iew that  l i fe  i t se l f  was 
me aning less .   S ome would  s ay  t hat 
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he took his  phi losophy as  far  as  he 
could take  it  –  and then it  took him.

S a m u e l  B e c k e t t  p r o v i d e d  a  c l e a r 
p i c t u r e  o f  t h i s  w o r l d v i e w  i n  h i s 
p l ay  “Bre at h”.  T h i s  3 5 - s e c ond  p l ay 
begins  with  a  dark s tage.   The audi-
ence  hears  someone inhale  –  then a 
b aby  c r i e s  a s  t h e  s p ot l i g ht  i l lu m i -
nates  a  pi le  of  garbage on the  s tage.  
Whi le  t he  l ig ht  d ims ,  t he  audience 
hears  a  person exhale  and the play is 
over.   This  is  l i fe  without  purpose or 
meaning.   This  i s  l i fe  without  God.

Richard Dawkins  is  a  famous atheist 
(or  ant i - t he i s t )  w ho  has  s e eming ly 
made peace  with the  fac t  that  there 
is  no God. Dawkins doesn’t  need God 
t o  l i v e  a  p u r p o s e f u l  a n d  f u l f i l l e d 
l i fe  (or  so  it  seems) .   However,  some 
o f  h i s  f o l l ow e r s  s e e m  t o  b e  s t r u g -
g l ing exhibit ing the  same opt imism.  
O n  D a w k i n s’  b l o g  o n e  f a n  w r o t e :

“ In  t h e  p a s t  f e w  m o nt h s  I ’v e  b e e n 
hav ing,  f rom what  I  understand the 
t e r m  t o  m e a n ,  n i h i l i s t i c  t h o u g h t s 
when ponder ing  what  I  cal l  “ The Big 
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Q u est i on s”  ( u su a l ly  a f t e r  a  toke  or 
two) .  I  know that  Richard and others 
h av e  s a i d  b e f o re  t h at  y o u  g iv e  l i f e 
your  own meaning and that  we create 
our own pur pose  in  li fe ,  but  aren’t  we 
just really bull  – -  – -  – -  – -  ourselves?

I  mean in a few hundred years we wil l 
al l  be  dead and no  one  w i l l  remem-
b e r  o u r  n a m e s  o r  a c t i o n s  ( m a y b e 
R i c h a r d ,  b u t  y o u  g e t  m y  p o i n t ) . 
Af te r  that ,  in  mi l l i on s  o f  y ear s  the 
hum an  ra c e  w i l l  b e  g on e  an d  w h at 
w i l l  a l l  thi s  have  meant?  What  end 
goal  are  we str iv ing  towards?  Is  exis-
tence  rea l ly  the  only  reas on  to  per-
si st  in  l i fe?  I  am just  hav ing  trouble 
car ing  about  what  seem to  be  tr iv ial 
ac t iv it ies  in  my dai ly  l i fe  now.  Why 
should  I  care  what  laws  my gover n-
ment  i s  passing  anymore  than I  care 
about  what  laws  the  Assy r ians  were 
sub j e c te d  to ?  What  d o es  i t  mat te r ?

A l l  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s !  I ’m  s o r r y  t o 
dump s o  much  out  in  a  s ing le  post , 
but  as  I  was  ly ing  in  bed  coming  to 
terms with  the  fact  that  my l i fe  (and 
the  ent ire  univer se  for  that  mat ter ) 
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pret ty  much exist s  w ithout  meaning, 
I  h a d  w h at  I  s u p p o s e  w a s  a  p a n i c 
a t t a c k .  I t  w a s  a  t e r r i f y i n g  e x p e r i -
e nce .  Any one  e l s e  e x p e r i e nce  thi s ? ”

T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g 
responses  to  the  init ia l  post  –  none 
of  which seemed to  sat is f y  the  or ig-
i n a l  b l o g g e r.  O n e  p e r s o n  t r i e d  t o 
encourage  this  fe l low by point ing to 
the possibi l it ies  of  sc ienti f ic  discov-
e r y  a s  t h e  h op e  for  ou r  m or t a l i t y :

“ C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  T h r o u g h 
s c i e n c e ,  w e  m ay  b e  ab l e  t o  f i n d  a 
c ure  for  ag ing .  It  may  e v e n  happe n 
within  your  l i fetime i f  you don’t  get 
y o u r s e l f  k i l l e d  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e 
mos t  o f  i t .  Who  s ay s  w e  can’ t  hav e 
e t e r n a l  l i f e  w i t h o u t  s p i r i t u a l i t y.”

T h e  c o n c l u d i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  o f 
t h e  i n i t i a l  b l o g g e r  a r e  p o w e r f u l :

“ W hi c h  i s  w h at  I  am  h av i n g  t ro u -
b l e  c o m i n g  t o  g r i p s  w i t h .  I ’m  j u s t 
a  che mi ca l  reac t ion  that  the  phy s i -
c a l  l aw s  o f  t h e  univ e r s e  are  t r y ing 
t o  c o n t i n u e .  I ’ m  m e a n i n g l e s s …”
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It ’s  i nt e re s t i n g  t h at  t h e  on l y  h op e 
t hat  could  b e  of fere d  was  to  imag-
ine  a  world  where  we could achieve 
immor talit y  apar t  f rom God .  S ong-
writer  John Lennon tr ied to get  us  to 
imagine  a  s imi lar  v i s ion.   He  sang , 
“Imagine there’s  no heaven -It’s  easy 
i f  you tr y  -No hel l  below us .   Above 
us  only  sky -Imagine a l l  the  people 
-Living for today…”  Lennon thought 
a  w o r l d  w i t h o u t  G o d  w o u l d  b e  a 
utopia.   People would be f ree to “ l ive 
for  today”  with no outs ide  pressures 
or concerns.   What he failed to recog-
nize  i s  that  this  sor t  of  v is ion comes 
at  a  cost .   In  denying a  God “above” 
we are  le f t  with no meaning “below.”  
As  the  blogger  on Dawkins’  website 
wrote  –  we would be  “meaningless .”

I  would  l ike  to  imagine  a  d i f ferent 
kind of  world then that  of  Lennon’s . 
To  b e  h on e s t  w e  n e e d  n ot  i m a g i n e 
at  a l l .   The  gosp e l  i s  t he  h i s tor ica l 
account  of  God the  Father,  sending 
t h e  S o n  t o  d i e  a s  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r 
the  s ins  of  the  world,  who was  then 
raised by the  Spir it  conquer ing s in , 
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d e at h ,  a n d  t h e  g r av e .   T h e  g o s p e l 
i s  t he  go o d  n e w s  t hat  we  c an  h ave 
c l ar i t y  i ns te a d  of  c on f u s i on ,  g r a c e 
instead of  gui lt ,  and meaning in l i fe .

That’s  the  Gospel .

And I  love  it .

- - - - - ----------------

Since ,  then,  you have  been raised with 
Chr i st ,  set  your  hear ts  on things  above , 
where  Chr i st  i s  seated at  the  r ight  hand 
of  God.  Set  your  minds  on things  above , 
not  on ear thly  things .  For  you died,  and 

your  l i fe  i s  now hidden with  Chr i st  in 
God.  When Chr i st ,  who i s  your[a]  l i fe , 
appears ,  then you al so  wi l l  appear  with 

him in  g lor y.

Colossians  3 :1-4
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